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“Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise: give thanks to Him 

and praise His name.” (Psalm 100:4) 

 

Blessed Redeemer’s Mission: 

Our mission is to nurture, love, teach, and grow a loving community in 

Jesus Christ and to make Him known to others. 

 

Blessed Redeemer’s Vision: 

Our vision is to inspire belief and renew faith for those seeking God. 
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MORNING PRAYER: RITE II on May 17, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. 
 

H = Hymnal 1982; BCP = Book of Common Prayer 
 

Opening Hymn ~ Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (H 460) 
William Chatterton Dix and Rowland Hugh Prichard 
 

1 Alleluia! sing to Jesus! his the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone; 

Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood; 

Jesus out of every nation hath redeemed us by His blood. 
 

2 Alleluia! not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! he is near us, faith believes, nor questions how: 

Though the cloud from sight received him, when the forty days were o’er, 

Shall our hearts forget his promise, “I am with you evermore”? 
 

3 Alleluia! Bread of Heaven, thou on earth our food, our stay! 

Alleluia! here the sinful flee to thee from day to day: 

Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth’s Redeemer, plead for me 

Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 
 

4 Alleluia! King eternal, thee the Lord of lords we own: 

Alleluia! born of Mary, earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne: 

Thou within the veil hast entered, robed in flesh, our great High Priest: 

Thou on earth both Priest and Victim in the eucharistic feast. 
 

5 Alleluia! sing to Jesus! his the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone; 

Hark! the songs of holy Zion thunder like a mighty flood; 

Jesus out of every nation hath redeemed us by His blood. 

 

Opening Sentences (BCP 77) 

Priest Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Priest Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one, but 

into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.  Hebrews 9:24 
 

The Confession of Sin is traditionally omitted during the season of Easter as part of our 

celebration of the resurrection, new life, and grace offered to us through Jesus Christ. 

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
 

Invitatory Sentence (BCP 80) 

Priest  Lord, open our lips. 

People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
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Christ Our Passover Pascha nostrum (BCP 83) (read in unison) 

Priest We continue by saying together the Christ Our Passover anthem found on page 83 

in The Book of Common Prayer, and we will begin and end the anthem using the 

following antiphon: 
 

Antiphon Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: 

People  Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast, not 

with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 
 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 

him. The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives 

to God. So also consider yourselves dead to sin, and alive to God in Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Alleluia. 
 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For 

since by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For 

as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
 

Antiphon Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: 

People  Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 
 

The Psalm ~ Psalm 66:7-18 (BCP 674) 

Leader The Psalm appointed for today is a portion of Psalm 66, verses 7 through 18, found 

on pages 674 and 675 in The Book of Common Prayer. We will read the Psalm 

responsively by whole verse, with the congregation reading the even verses. 
 

7   Bless our God, you peoples; make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8   Who holds our souls in life, and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9   For you, O God, have proved us; you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 You brought us into the snare; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; but you brought us out 

into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, which I promised 

with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me; 

17 But in truth God has heard me; he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld his love from me. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be for ever. Amen. 
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THE LESSONS 
 

The First Lesson ~ Acts 17:22-31 

Reader  A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 17, verses 22 through 31. 
 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are 

in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 

found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship 

as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 

Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human 

hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 

things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times 

of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search 

for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 

For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 

‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity 

is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God 

has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 

because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man 

whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  People  Thanks be to God. 

 

The First Canticle ~ Bless the Lord, O My Soul (sung, PCB 4) 
Andraé Crouch (from Psalm 103:1) © 1973 Bud John Songs, Inc., CCLI #2643940 
 

Chorus Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

And all that is within me, 

Bless His holy name. 
 

1 He has done great things, He has done great things, 

He has done great things, bless His holy name.  (Chorus) 
 

2 He died for my sin, He died for my sin, 

He died for my sin, bless His holy name.  (Chorus) 
 

3 Jesus Christ is Lord, Jesus Christ is Lord 

Jesus Christ is Lord, bless His holy name.  (Chorus) 

 

The Second Lesson ~ 1 Peter 3:13-22 

Reader  A Reading from the First Letter of Peter, chapter 3, verses 13 through 22. 
 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing 

what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your 

hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands 

from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep 

your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct 

in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s 

will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for 
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the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in 

the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former 

times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, 

in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this 

prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a 

good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the 

right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  People  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Second Canticle ~ We Will Glorify (sung, PCB 49) 
Twila Paris © 1982 New Spring, CCLI #2643940 
 

1 We will glorify the King of kings, we will glorify the Lamb; 

We will glorify the Lord of lords, Who is the great I AM. 
 

2 Lord Jehovah reigns in majesty, we will bow before His throne; 

We will worship Him in righteousness, we will worship Him alone. 
 

3 He is Lord of heaven, Lord of earth, He is Lord of all who live; 

He is Lord above the universe; all praise to Him we give. 
 

4 Hallelujah to the King of kings, Hallelujah to the Lamb; 

Hallelujah to the Lord of lords, Who is the great I AM. 
 

The Gospel Lesson ~ John 14:15-21 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, chapter 14, verses 15 

through 21. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 

you, and he will be in you. 
 

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in 

my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are 

those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 

reveal myself to them.” 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon   The Rev. Brenda Taylor 

 

The Apostles’ Creed (BCP 96) 

Deacon And now let us reaffirm our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed, found on 

page 96 in The Book of Common Prayer. 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. We will continue to worship together on Sunday mornings via Zoom at 9 a.m., with 15 minutes 

of fellowship time beforehand starting at 8:45 a.m. The Zoom phone number, meeting ID, 

and password will remain the same for the rest of May. If you would like a copy of the 

bulletin via email, please share your email address with Fr. Brian. Or if you would like a 

bulletin, prayer book, or hymnal delivered to your home, please let Fr. Brian know. 
 

2. This Thursday, May 21, is the Feast of the Ascension, and we will plan to hold a worship call 

for that day to celebrate this feast day. More details to follow. 
 

3. Bishop Greg Brewer has sent out guidelines for churches that wish to reopen for in-person 

worship by the Feast of Pentecost on Sunday, May 31. The guidelines recommend no more 

than 50 people gathered at a time and continued social distancing and sanitation practices 

for gatherings. Fr. Brian will be sharing this information with the Vestry this week as they 

continue to discern about the most appropriate plan for our congregation moving forward. 
 

4. Thank you to everyone who has been mailing in or dropping off financial offerings at the church 

mailbox. We are receiving and depositing them. We greatly appreciate you keeping up 

your offerings, even during this uncertain economic time. 
 

5. Since we are unable to collect food items for our offering basket to support The Children’s 

Hunger Project (TCHP) at this time, we are encouraging financial donations toward their 

work instead. TCHP is continuing to serve children throughout Brevard County, currently 

providing over 5,800 meals a week, which has increased their budget by $14,000/week. 

You are encouraged to donate to this important local ministry, either online at 

https://thechildrenshungerproject.org/donate or by sending donations to the church marked 

for TCHP, and we will send what is received on to them. A big thank-you to all those who 

have already donated either through the church or on your own! 
 

6. Please continue to pray for your fellow church members and to support and call upon one another 

during this time. If there are special physical or financial needs that the church can help 

with, please don’t hesitate to contact Fr. Brian or one of our Vestry members. If there are 

special prayer requests during this time—especially for family members of friends sick or 

dying from the coronavirus—please let Fr. Brian or Deacon Brenda know. And please 

know that all of our church members are in their prayers as well. May God continue to 

strengthen us all during this time and keep each of us safe, healthy, and hopeful. 
 

https://thechildrenshungerproject.org/donate/
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7. We don’t have any member birthdays or anniversaries to share for this week. If we don’t have 

your special day recorded in the church office, or if we have it incorrect, please let Fr. Brian 

know and we will fix that. 

 

THE PRAYERS 
 

The Salutation (BCP 97) 

Deacon The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Deacon Let us pray, in the words our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (BCP 97) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Suffrages B (BCP 98) 

Verse  Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

Response Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

Verse  Day by day we bless you; 

Response We praise your Name for ever. 

Verse  Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

Response Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 

Verse  Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

Response For we put our trust in you. 

Verse  In you, Lord, is our hope; 

Response And we shall never hope in vain. 
 

The Collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter (BCP 225) 

Deacon O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 

understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in 

all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we 

can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Sundays (BCP 98) 

Deacon O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection 

of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, 

that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

A Collect for Guidance (BCP 100) 

Deacon Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being:  We humbly pray 

you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and 

occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 

walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People: Form III (BCP 387) 

Leader The Prayers of the People, Form III for this morning are found on page 387 in The 

Book of Common Prayer. 
 

Leader Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

People That we all may be one. 
 

Leader In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for the congregations and clergy of St. 

Augustine of Canterbury Church and Trinity Church in Vero Beach. In Palm Bay, 

we pray for Joy Lutheran Church, Church of Our Savior, and the other Christian 

churches in this community. Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 

humbly serve you; 

People That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

Leader We pray for our bishops, Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding 

Bishop; Greg, our Diocesan Bishop; Lloyd, Bishop of our companion Diocese of 

Honduras; our priests, Brian and Amy; and our deacon, Brenda. We pray for all 

bishops, priests, and deacons; 

People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

Leader We pray for Donald our President, Ron our Governor, William our Mayor, for 

Congress, and for the Courts. We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the 

nations of the world; 

People That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Leader We pray for the students, teachers, staff, and parents of Westside Elementary 

School, and the children in Brevard County who are still being served by The 

Children’s Hunger Project. As we pray for and seek to support them and others in 

our community and world, give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Leader We pray for the sick, for those recovering, and for their caregivers, especially all those 

suffering from the coronavirus and those on our parish prayer list, who we pray aloud 

for by first name: Hildred, Ella, Jean, Makhari, Melissa, Oscar, Christopher, 

Esmerell, Rocco, Edly, Jennifer, Robert, Melissa & Valtonio, Erdley, Norma, 

Irma, Rev. John, Milton, Dorothy, Kaiwan, Winsam, Norma, Judd, Joseph, 

Donna, Beverly, Tatlyn, Clarence, Phyllis, Joanna, Raeburn & Yvonne, Rev. Ron 

& Leila, Tori Ann, Doreen & Lauren, Beverly, Vanessa, Desiree, Lloyd, Norma, 

Pearlina, Albert, Joyce, Theresa, Barbara, Pansy, Kaye, Hampden, Neville, 

Keanna, Leland, Stephanie, Michael, Vicky, Michael, Doris, Patricia, Byron, 

Tiffany, Annette, Ruddy, Howard, Charmaine; and those we name now. (Your own 

petitions are invited either aloud or silently in your heart.) 
 

Leader We pray for the immigrant families and children at our country’s borders, those 

continuing to recover from natural disasters, and those dealing with political unrest 

during this time. We also offer a special set of prayers during this time of pandemic. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages curing every disease and 

illness. At your command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst 

of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love and 

peace. 
 

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and health 

through quality medical care. 
 

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbors 

from helping one another. 
 

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that 

knows no borders. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow. 
 

Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at rest with you in your 

eternal peace. 
 

Be with the families and friends of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and 

grieve, defend them from illness and despair. May they know your peace. 
 

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal 

and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know 

your protection and peace. 
 

Be with the leaders of all nations and states. Give them the foresight to act with charity 

and true concern for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give them 

the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future 

outbreaks. May they know your peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth. 
 

Be with those affected by this virus and time of separation in other ways: those dealing 

with addictions and in recovery; those in abusive relationships or situations; those in 

prisons or nursing homes where disease spreads quickly and they’re unable to leave; 

those who have been furloughed or lost their jobs, income, and health insurance; and 

those who must put themselves and their families at risk as essential workers in 

hospitals, grocery stores, fast food restaurants, retail chains, transportation, and as 

cleaners, social workers, home health aides, and first responders. Keep them and their 

families safe and secure in your arms that they may know your peace, protection, and 

providence. 
 

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this 

illness or only a few, Lord Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist 

and prepare. In place of our anxiety, give us your peace. And have compassion on all 

those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Leader We pray for those who have died, especially those who we name now. (Your own 

petitions are invited either aloud or silently in your heart.) 
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Leader Give to the departed eternal rest; 

People Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Leader We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Leader We give you thanks for the blessings, healing, peace, and protection that you have 

provided—especially during this difficult time of pandemic—and for all the prayers 

which you have answered, especially those we name now. (Your thanksgivings and 

praise reports are invited either aloud or silently in your heart.) 
 

Leader And now let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Deacon Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace   

I leave with you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us 

the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit 

you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The General Thanksgiving (BCP 101) 

Deacon And now let us give thanks to God using The General Thanksgiving found on page 

101 in The Book of Common Prayer. 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for 

all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you 

for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 

immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means 

of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in 

our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 

righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 

Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom (BCP 102) 

Deacon We continue by praying together A Prayer of St. Chrysostom on page 102. 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O 

Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Dismissal (BCP 102) 

Deacon Let us bless the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Closing Hymn ~ Come Down, O Love Divine (H 516) 
Bianco da Siena, Richard Frederick Littledale, and Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 

1 Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine, 

And visit it with thine own ardor glowing; 

O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, 

And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
 

2 O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn 

To dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 

And let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, 

And clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 

3 And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, 

Shall far outpass the power of human telling; 

For none can guess its grace, till Love create a place 

Wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 

 

The Blessing (BCP 102) 

Priest May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  Romans 15:13 

 


