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“Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise: give thanks to Him 

and praise His name.” (Psalm 100:4) 

 

Blessed Redeemer’s Mission: 

Our mission is to nurture, love, teach, and grow a loving community in 

Jesus Christ and to make Him known to others. 

 

Blessed Redeemer’s Vision: 

Our vision is to inspire belief and renew faith for those seeking God.  
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THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION on May 21, 2020 at 6:00 A.M. 
 

H = Hymnal 1982; BCP = Book of Common Prayer 
 

Opening Hymn ~ Hail Thee, Festival Day! (Ascension) (H 216) 
Venantius Honorius Fortunatus & Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 

Refrain: Hail thee, festival day! blest day that art hallowed for ever, 

  Day when the Christ ascends, high in the heavens to reign. 
 

1  He who was nailed to the cross is Lord and the ruler of nature; 

 All things created on earth sing to the glory of God:  (Refrain) 
 

2  Daily the loveliness grows, adored with the glory of blossom; 

 Heaven her gates unbars, flinging her increase of light:  (Refrain) 
 

3  God the Creator, the Lord who rulest the earth and the heavens, 

 Guard us from harm without, cleanse us from evil within:  (Refrain) 
 

4  Jesus the health of the world, enlighten our minds, thou Redeemer, 

 Son of the Father supreme, only-begotten of God:  (Refrain) 
 

5  Spirit of life and of power, now flow in us, fount of our being, 

  Light that dost lighten all, life that in all dost abide:  (Refrain) 
 

6  Praise to the Giver of good! Thou Love who art author of concord, 

 Pour out they balm on our souls, order our ways in thy peace:  (Refrain) 

 

Opening Sentences (BCP 115) 

Priest Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Priest Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before him.  
Psalm 96:9 

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
 

Invitatory Sentence (BCP 117) 

Priest  O God, make speed to save us. 

People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron (BCP 118) (read in unison) 

Priest We continue by saying together O Gracious Light, found on page 118 in The Book 

of Common Prayer. 
 

O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy 

and blessed! 
 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we sing your 

praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of life, and 

to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 

The Psalm ~ Psalm 47 (BCP 650) 

Leader The Psalm appointed for today is Psalm 47, found on page 650 in The Book of 

Common Prayer. We will read the Psalm responsively by whole verse, with the 

congregation reading the even verses. 
 

1   Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with a cry of joy. 

2   For the Lord Most High is to be feared; he is the great King over all the earth. 

3   He subdues the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet. 

4   He chooses our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 

5   God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of the ram’s-horn. 

6   Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

7   For God is King of all the earth; sing praises with all your skill. 

8   God reigns over the nations; God sits upon his holy throne. 

9   The nobles of the peoples have gathered together with the people of the God of Abraham. 

10 The rulers of the earth belong to God, and he is highly exalted. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

THE LESSONS 
 

The First Lesson ~ Acts 1:1-11 
Reader  A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 1, verses 1 through 11. 
 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until 

the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 

convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise 

of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has 

set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 

robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 

This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 

him go into heaven.” 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  People  Thanks be to God. 
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The First Canticle ~ The Song of Mary Magnificat [Luke 1:46-55] (BCP 119) 
Priest Our first Canticle for this evening is The Song of Mary, found on page 119 in The 

Book of Common Prayer. We will read it together in unison. 
 

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; for he 

has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

2 From this day all generations will call me blessed: the Almighty has done great things for 

me, and holy is his Name. 

3 He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. 

4 He has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

5 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. 

6 He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 

7 He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

8 The promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Second Lesson ~ Ephesians 1:15-23 

Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians, chapter 1, verses 15 through 23. 
 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 

I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come 

to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 

which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what 

is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his 

great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 

him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 

And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  People  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Second Canticle ~ The Song of Simeon Nunc dimittis [Luke 2:29-32] (BCP 120) 
Priest Our second Canticle for this evening is The Song of Simeon, found on page 120 in 

The Book of Common Prayer. We will read it together in unison. 
 

1 Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; 

2 For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

3 A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Gospel Lesson ~ Luke 24:44-53 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, chapter 24, verses 

44 through 53. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—

that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it 

is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was 

blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, 

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon   The Rev. Brian Turner 

 

The Apostles’ Creed (BCP 120) 

Deacon And now let us reaffirm our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed, which can 

be found on page 120 in The Book of Common Prayer. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

THE PRAYERS 
 

The Salutation (BCP 121) 

Deacon The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Deacon Let us pray, in the words our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us. 
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The Lord’s Prayer (BCP 121) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Suffrages B (BCP 122) 

Deacon That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

People We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

Deacon That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 

People We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

Deacon That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 

People We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

Deacon That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 

People We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

Deacon That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before 

the great judgment seat of Christ, 

People We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

Deacon That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your 

saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

People We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

A Collect for Ascension Day (BCP 226) 

Deacon Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all 

heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, 

according to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the 

ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Peace (BCP 123) 

Deacon Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just 

works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that 

our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from 

the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of 

Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Protection (BCP 124) 

Deacon O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who 

labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is 

past, and humbly ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in 

safety to the morning hours; through him who died and rose again for us, your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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A Prayer for Mission (BCP 124) 

Deacon Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give 

your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to 

the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; 

and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Mission (BCP 125) 

Deacon O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon 

us the Spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace 

may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The General Thanksgiving (BCP 125) 

Deacon And now let us give thanks to God using The General Thanksgiving found on page 

125 in The Book of Common Prayer. 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for 

all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you 

for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 

immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means 

of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in 

our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 

righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 

Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom (BCP 126) 

Deacon We continue by praying together A Prayer of St. Chrysostom on page 126. 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O 

Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Dismissal (BCP 126) 

Deacon Let us bless the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Closing Hymn ~ Crown Him with Many Crowns (H 494) 
Matthew Bridges & George Job Elvey 
 

1 Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own; 

Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 

And hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 
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2 Crown him the Son of God before the worlds began, 

And ye, who tread where he hath trod, crown him the Son of man; 

Who every grief hath known that wrings the human bread, 

And takes and bears them for his own, that all in him may rest. 
 

3 Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave, 

And rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save; 

His glories now we sing who died, and rose on high, 

Who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 
 

4 Crown him of lords the Lord, who over all doth reign, 

Who once on earth, the incarnate Word, for ransomed sinners slain, 

Now lives in realms of light, where saints with angels sing 

Their songs before him day and night, their God, Redeemer, King. 
 

5 Crown him the Lord of heaven, enthroned in worlds above; 

Crown him the King, to whom is given, the wondrous name of Love. 

Crown him with many crowns, as thrones before him fall, 

Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns, for his is King of all. 

 

The Blessing (BCP 126) 

Priest The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  2 Corinthians 13:14 

 


